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School Pledge
I will do all that I can to
make sure that Dandenong
North Primary School
remains a great school.
I will try my hardest to follow the 4Cs to keep our
school a safe and happy
place.
I promise to treat others as I
would like to be treated.

School Website:
www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au

15th September 2020

Remote Learning Update
As we continue to move through Lockdown 2.0, it certainly feels like
remote learning has become the new normal. It is a very difficult time for
all of us and we hope that our families are staying safe and well! We all
need to remain positive that we will soon be able to go about our
“normal” daily lives, without restrictions.
The Government has provided us with a roadmap for reopening schools
throughout Term 4, if the reduction of case numbers continues and the
trigger points are achieved. The outline below has been based on Victoria
achieving the targets set by the Chief Health Officer along with positive
advice from the Public Health Department.
Week 1, Term 4 (5th - 9th October)
All children will continue with remote, at home learning except for those
children who are deemed vulnerable or whose parents are essential workers.
Week 2 & 3, Term 4 (12th - 23rd October)
Children in Prep – Year 2: Potential return to school for onsite learning
provided the daily average case rate of 30 – 50 cases is achieved over the
previous 14 day period.
Children in Years 3-6 will continue remote, at home learning except for
those children who are deemed vulnerable or whose parents are essential
workers. Face to face teaching for children in Years 3 - 6 will be subject to further health advice.

Signs have been positive that these targets will be achieved with the
numbers of CORONA VIRUS cases now trending down in Victoria with
the rate of community transmission also dropping. We will inform our
parents through the Up-dated app, Seesaw and our website www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au as further information becomes
available.
We would like to thank the Dandenong North community for all of the
efforts made by our families, throughout remote learning. It is very difficult to teach your children from home and to keep them motivated for
such a long period of time. Our parents have continued to ensure children
complete tasks online and upload them to their classroom teacher. Our
teachers have continued to set challenging work for our children to complete and have been endeavouring to implement new strategies to continue to engage students. We understand that this has been a difficult time
for all and we truly appreciate everyone’s efforts.
Over the upcoming holiday period, please encourage your children to
have a break from electronic devices as they have spent many ours utilising their devices to complete remote learning.
Enjoy the break and stay safe over the holiday period!
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Staff Changes
Whilst we have all been in lockdown, life has continued on and DNPS is no different. We have had to
make some staff changes throughout Term Three due to the departure of teachers for a variety of reasons.
Miss Valcanis left to take up a teaching position in the Northern Territory and Mr Hutchins has stepped into the role of Year 6 classroom teacher
– a job that he is familiar with, having taught Year 6 prior to taking on
Maths Extension. We wish Miss Valcanis the best of luck with her new
teaching role in the Northern Territory.

Miss Erica Gallagher had to return to Ireland and Mrs Hilton has taken on
the role of 5G’s classroom teacher – once again a role that she is familiar
with after having taught Year 5 prior to this year. Miss Gallagher has successfully gained a teaching position since returning to Ireland.

Miss Kilpady has left to take up a position with a software company called Xplor, as their Customer Success Coordinator. She will be supporting administrators, educators and families currently using the software, which looks to automate as much admin work as
possible in the education space. We wish her well with
her new job and thank her for the care and effort that
she has put into developing our youngest students. Her
class will now be supported by Miss Stone (Mon, Tue, Wed) and Mrs
King (Wed, Thu, Fri). Prep K is certainly in good hands with this dynamic duo.

Mrs Wills will be leaving at the end of this term to await the birth of
her second child. We welcome Miss Hill into the classroom, working
alongside Mrs Devers in 4DW. We wish Mrs Wills all the very best
with this next chapter in her family life.

Term 3 ends this Friday 18th September
All Teachers will be offline at 2:30pm
Term 4 begins Monday 5th October (remote learning) for
all classes.
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2021 Prep Enrolments
It is that time of year again when families enrol their child for Prep for 2021.
Whilst we are no longer able to undertake school tours in person, we have access to
a wonderful online virtual tour at
https://www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au/ which highlights all of the key programs
that our school provides our students.
Parents are unable to come onto the school site to fill in enrolment forms - therefore
we have an online enrolment enquiry form which can be completed by families and
then our office staff will contact you to discuss this further.
Alternatively, you can contact the school on 9794 7899 and speak with one of our staff and they will talk
you through the process.

School Device Usage over the holidays
As the school holidays approach, this is a reminder that we have loaned
out to DNPS students over 400 devices to complete online work. Some
of these have been provided by the Victorian Government, however all
devices have been loaned out for the purpose of completing assigned
schoolwork.
We are asking our parents to remove devices from students over this
holiday period, unless schoolwork has been set by the classroom teacher. This will ensure that the devices remain damage free and ready for
the continued online learning that will begin on Monday October 5th
for all students.
When school returns for Prep – Year 2 students on Monday 12th October, we ask that parents of students in these year levels, return the device and charger that they have borrowed. This is so that devices can be
sanitised, apps updated and any laptops reimaged so that we can place
these items back into the classrooms for the students to use as quickly as possible.
Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

UNSW Competition Date Change
Due to the current situation in Victoria, the sitting dates for the English and Maths UNSW Competition
have been changed. They will no longer be held in August but later in October.
If your child is enrolled to participate in this competition we will notify you of the exact sitting dates in the
first week of Term 4.
Subject

School
Year

English

2020

Mathematics

2020

Second Official Sitting Window

Monday 12th October to Friday 23rd October
Monday 12th October to Friday 23rd October

