Dandenong North Primary School
Cleeland Street, Dandenong 3175 Tel: 9794 7899 Fax: 9706 7279
Email: dandenong.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
28th January 2022
To Parents and Carers,
RE: Covid-19 issues and precautions to avoid infections at school in February 2022
We welcome everyone back to a new school year that promises to be a bit different to normal for
two main reasons:
1. The Covid-19 threat has still not gone away and so precautions will still be necessary until
the number of cases falls considerably, and
2. The project to build a full-size gymnasium and canteen at the Cleeland Street end of the
school has begun, and will restrict access and play spaces during 2022.
COVID - 19


On Monday 31st of January a note will be sent home with all students outlining how parents
and carers who have not already signed up, can sign on to the Seesaw platform. After
Monday a “Covid-bulletin” will appear on Seesaw to inform parents of cases that may be
affecting students or staff who would once have been considered “close contacts”.



All students and all staff will be issued with a pack of free RAT test-kits – per student or staff
member - to provide for twice-weekly, home Covid-testing during the first four weeks of the
2022 school year.



Parents/carers will be able to supervise the testing of their children twice a week on days of
the parent’s choosing. It is unlikely that additional free RAT packages will be available. If
parents/carers choose to test more frequently than twice a week they will need to obtain
additional RAT kits from retail outlets.



If a positive result is evident, self-isolation for seven days is required and the Department of
Health and Human Services is to be notified 1800 675 398. The Department of Health and
Human Services will notify the school.



Students in the same classroom as any positively notified student will NOT be considered
“close contacts”. DNPS will provide a notification on Seesaw outlining any dates a positive
contact was in the school together with advice regarding groups/classes that might have
been affected. This information is to promote the strategic use of the distributed Rapid
Antigen Tests (RAT) by parents/carers.



If a negative result eventuates after any of the twice-weekly RAT administrations, no further
action is necessary. (School does NOT need to be advised of any negative results)



If a student begins to experience symptoms during a school day, they will be immediately
admitted to the sick-bay and the carers/parents immediately contacted. Students admitted
to the sick-bay are to have a RAT test and to remain at home until their symptoms subside if
they test negatively or for seven days if they test positively.



If a staff member tests positive on any RAT test, they are to immediately go home to isolate
for seven days.



Mask wearing is mandatory for students from Year 3 upwards and for staff who are not
teaching or speaking directly to students. Mask wearing is recommended for students in
other year levels.



All Staff will be required to receive a third “booster” vaccination to help protect students
from adult to child transmissions of the virus.



I urge all of our parents/carers to try to get their children vaccinated as soon as possible. If
we lose a staff member due to being infected by an un-vaccinated student, twenty-five
other children will be deprived of that relationship for a week. We have already lost too
much teaching and learning time to undermine the best possible attendances of both staff
and students in 2022. As information becomes available we will provide some guidance as to
where vaccinations can be administered.



Parents/Carers will, unfortunately, not be allowed within classrooms or other rooms other
than the Reception Area which will be restricted to a maximum of two people at any given
time. Please limit the time that you are within the school grounds until further notice.
Parents/Carers are required to check-in using the QR code and are asked to wear a fitted
mask to minimise the risks of viral transmission.



We have received additional supplies of air purifiers and they will be located in areas where
air-flow is not easily maintained.

Unfortunately, Prep parents will not be able to enter buildings to see where their children will be
located. To help us over this period we will have staff on hand to guide parents around the outside
of the buildings to locate the door of the actual classroom their children will be in.

Kevin Mackay
Principal

