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On Tuesday 9th June, we look forward to welcoming back our Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 students to “on-site learning”. I expect 

that almost everyone will be both excited and nervous about returning to school.  

Luckily, Victoria has been pretty well protected from the worst effects of the Coronavirus, but that doesn’t mean that 

we can relax about personal hygiene, staying home if sick, coughing into our elbows and keeping safe distances 

between us when we can.  

People at the University of Tasmania have found that kids today – on average – can’t jump as far in one jump as they 

could 20 years ago. They think that this is because kids are not as active as they once were, because they are spending 

time now on devices they didn’t even have 20 years ago.  

Even people who have spent many years in another country and speaking only the new language can find that if they 

need to speak in their first language it can be very difficult. Often they discover that they have forgotten a lot of their 

previous vocabulary.  

There are around 200 school days in every year. Every one of those days is important for learning, social development 

and physical skill development. 

The point is that when you have been away from school for nearly a quarter of the school year you will have forgotten 

things. You will have not learned things you would normally have and – even worse – you might have forgotten how 

much effort you need to put in to every day’s learning.  

So when you arrive back, you will need to exercise your “brain muscles” probably more than you have been doing, and 

you will also have to step up your effort to exercise your physical muscles to regain the fitness you had at the end of 

Term 1.  

At recess times, we will be taking about 200 children a day across David Street to the grassed playground opposite DNPS 

to reduce the numbers of students in the DNPS play spaces – again to help with distancing.  

We need our parents to be helping everyone with social distancing. What we have learned in the past two weeks is that 

the footpaths outside the school are too packed to expect parents to wait outside when dropping off or picking up. But 

we DO need parents to keep their time inside the fence-lines to a minimum. Please do not “hang around” because there 

are just too many of us to keep safe distances between adults if everyone “hangs around”.  

Children in Years 5 or 6 will be starting a little later and also finishing a little later so that we can keep parental 

distancing to safe limits.  

Start of the Day: 

- Years Prep, 1, 2, 3 & 4 will start their classes at 9:00am. 

- Years 5 & 6 will start their classes at 9:15am. 

End of the Day: 

- Years Prep, 1, 2, 3 & 4, and siblings of these children in Years 5 & 6, will finish the day at 3:15. 

- The remainder of the Years 5 & 6 children will finish the day at 3:30pm. 

After school it is important to leave the school grounds as quickly as possible. Playing on the equipment is not a good 

idea after school until the Coronavirus pandemic is much more under control. I ask that parents help us with exiting 

their children as quickly as possible. After school is the most important time for this as people come at different times in 

the mornings and that helps with distancing.  

So, can I say that I am so happy to have everyone back at school and together we can work even harder to make up for 

the time lost to Coronavirus.  

 

Kevin Mackay       4th. June 2020 


