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Calendar of Event
SEPTEMBER 2019
3rd - Grade Preps—Traffic School
4th - Grade Preps—Traffic School
- District Athletics
18th— Division Athletics
20th - END OF TERM 3
OCTOBER 2019
7th — START OF TERM 4

School Pledge
I will do all that I can to
make sure that Dandenong
North Primary School
remains a great school.
I will try my hardest to follow the 4Cs to keep our
school a safe and happy
place.
I promise to treat others as I
would like to be treated.

School Website:
www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au

3rd September 2019

Aminah’s Amazing Effort!
Aminah H (5F) has become a member of the
‘CANCER COUNCIL VICTORIA’ and is
raising awareness for this good cause. Aminah
heard about the effect of cancer on the lives of
many people after talking with her mother.
After this conversation, Aminah decided that
she wanted to raise funds to find a cure for
cancer. Pledging to cut 20 centimeters off her
hair, Aminah began to raise funds through her
everyday hero page. She also worked extremely hard to share her passion and fundraising journey with the Dandenong North
community.
Last Friday was the day of the big chop! Ms
Kerry who works in the Reading Factory and
is the Pedestrian Crossing Attendant, used to be a hairdresser so it was her
job to cut Aminah’s hair. Students throughout the school packed into the hall to
watch!
Taking a deep breath and within seconds,
Aminah had her 20 centimetre ponytail cut
off!
After the “chop”, Azemina thanked everyone for their support.
As a result of this fabulous fundraising
event, Aminah raised over $5000! What a
wonderful effort!
Congratulations Aminah on such a successful campaign to raise awareness for this terrible disease - hopefully one day there will
be a cure, that you have helped to find.

Health & Physical Education Day
Health & Physical Education (HPE) day will be celebrated on Thursday
12th September 2019, however, DNPS will organise the day on Tuesday
10th September (two days earlier).
The theme this year is Good for Children, Good for Schools and Good for
Communities. A number of initiatives will occur throughout the school on
Tuesday 10th September to celebrate this day. Mr Malone, Mr Gould, Ms
Conway and Miss Seares have organised a health quiz for each class to
participate in, a disco in the Agora area and games of Newcombe between
teachers and SRC and Year 6 Leaders. We look forward to this special
day.

Screen & Internet usage
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Playing video games has become a popular activity for people of all ages. On average, girls spend more
than an hour per day playing video games and boys spend more than two hours. Some games connect to the
internet, which can allow children and adolescents to play games and have discussions with unknown
adults and peers. It has recently come to our attention that some children have devices such as laptops,
phones and ipads in their bedrooms and are using these devices late into the evening, causing children to be
tired at school and not being able to learn at their optimum level.
While some games have educational content, many of the most popular games emphasise negative themes
and they can have elements which are inappropriate for primary aged children.
Studies of children who have been exposed to violent video games for long periods of time have shown
that they may become numb to violence, imitate the violence, or show more aggressive behaviours.
Children and adolescents can become overly involved with videogames and they may have difficulty controlling the amount of time they spend playing on line games each day. Spending excessive time playing
these games can impact on the time that students spend with their family and friends and makes social situations difficult. The manner with which video games stimulate the brain, can also lead to poor sleep patterns which have a wider impact on students everyday lives, in particular educationally.
Tips for Parents
There are many educational games that students can access at any age - however it is important that parents
regulate their use - the use of a timer to limit the amount of screen time that students are exposed to - is one
suggestion.
Ensuring that if children are playing online - parents should know who the gamers are that their child is
interacting with. It is always best to play against local friend groups - and not invite strangers into online
games or virtual worlds.
It is also vitally important that parents only allow video game playing in the public areas of the home - no
devices (xbox, Play Stations, I-pads, tablets or phones) should be accessed in a child’s bedroom without an
adult present. This would ensure children are getting the necessary hours of sleep to ensure they are ready
for school each and everyday.
As a parent, it is always difficult to say no to our children’s wants and demands. However the importance
of limiting screen time and remaining firm in the face of resistance will be highly beneficial to their future.

Special Awards
Prep A - Ivreet

1O - Dunia

3W - Nicholas

4WM - Ifrah

6A - Nardos

Prep H - Donny

1F - Mayian

3L - Beren

5D - Hadi

ICT - Ajla (4K)

Prep H - Chloe

1G - Muhammed B

3LF - Noyan

5H - Nasem

ICT - Jeremy (6K)

Prep K - Akshika

1H - Moses

3P - Ritesh

5F - Waris

PE - Archit (6K)

Prep K - Ali Q

1L - Richie

4H - Ali Agha

5L - Rusana

PE - Sandy (5H)

Prep N - Esther

2M - Katrina

4K - All of 4K

5CW - Zehra

PE - Sosan (2AM)

Prep N - Jodhvir

2C - Aleena

4FM - All of 4FM 6L - Faraz

PE - Fazil (2S)

Prep O - Alzahraa

2N - Taha A

4FM - Ave

6HK - Anaheta

PE - Elanur (1L)

Prep O - Shreyan

2S - Ekjot

4P - All of 4P

6D - All of Year 6 Art - All of 6A

Prep M - Nihal

2B - Saba

4P - Kaia

6K - Suhail
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Book Week Celebrations
The annual Book Week Celebrations took place last week and was well
received by all. After the cancellation of this parade due to weather in the
week prior - Tuesday’s parade began with a beautiful Winters day with the
sun shining down on all of us.
My Super Power is Reading - was the theme for this year’s Book Week
Parade and we had a sea of Super Heroes, Villains, Princesses and other
wonderful book characters.
It was fantastic to see so many parents at this event, watching their children and enjoying themselves. It was also great to see how the children
were all involved in the parade - with many high 5’s being given to the
characters as they moved around the Agora.
Mr Hutchins was an entertaining M.C. for the event and the book prizes
were gratefully received by the winners.
The “free dance” at the end of the parade was a highlight for the students
and this event is now a much loved part of the school calendar.
We have to thank Ms Varas for her outstanding co-ordination of the parade yet again!
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Year 4 Leader Elected
Congratulations to Iqra S from 4FM on becoming the elected Year 4 leader for
2019.
On Wednesday the 21st of August, all Year 4 students enthusiastically engaged
in their very first election. They listened carefully to each of the five class candidates, who confidently presented their speeches, in the staffroom and then had
the opportunity to vote for their preferred candidate.
Two classrooms were set up as a real life polling centres and the children engaged in the formal voting process. The preferential voting system was used by Mr Hickey and
Miss Portelli in order to count up the votes,
while everyone celebrated and waited in anticipation for the winner to be announced.
Since winning the election Iqra, has been busy
implementing her mindful colouring lunch time program. Next term Iqra
will work alongside her teachers and peers to establish some planter boxes
to grow vegetables in.
Well done to all year 4 students on running amazing election campaigns.
It was a valuable learning experience that will definitely be remembered
by all involved.
All of Year 4 are very excited to continue supporting Iqra in her role as
Year 4 Leader.
A huge thank you to all of the Year 4 teachers for making this such a fun
learning experience.
By: Mrs Melissa Maskell

Year 5 & 6 Fizzics Incursion
The Year 5 and 6 students have spent this term learning
about Chemical Reactions through the theme States of Matter. All things are made up of matter with solid, liquid and
gas being the main three states of matter. Students have been
undertaking experiments which show reversible and irreversible change and as a part of this theme, they had the opportunity to see an incursion run by Fizzics.
The presenter Ben, has been at our school before and he is
always entertaining - with this time being no exception!
The children were excited to see the “dry ice” as the vapour
swirled around the table in a ghostly manner. He showed
how dry ice can be used to freeze liquids and to change the
state of matter. He spoke about the safety of undertaking any scientific experiment - but in particular he
reminded children about the dangers of using dry ice.
Ben also used a blowtorch to highlight the different reactions that chemicals make with the flames creating a multitude of colours dependent on the reaction. The teachers were a little nervous holding the
blow torch and the students enjoyed watching them squirm!
Ben provided educational scientific facts whilst undertaking experiments - in particular the Elephant’s
Toothpaste was a favourite amongst the students as he created an overflowing “bubble” like experiment.
We thank Ben for his fantastic presentation as it was a highly enjoyable and educational experience.
By: Mrs Catherine Hilton
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Year 2 Excursion to Scienceworks
In Term 3, Year 2 students have been studying the theme, “The wonderful world of Science.” The children have learnt about the importance of science in their daily life. Learning about science allows students to complete experiments, become problem solvers and excite them in a different field of learning.
As an essential part of this theme, we visited Scienceworks. Here are the thoughts of students from
Grade 2S.

Stupendous Scienceworks
I don’t know about you, but I love science. It’s my favourite
thing! On Monday, the Grade 2s went to a place called Scienceworks. I wasn’t going to be stopped by ANYONE! (Viktor)

Just as we got there, we hopped off the bus and looked inside.
I was about to faint. First in line was the Planetarium. We had to sit
on these special, luxurious, comfy chairs that you can adjust and lean
on. (Sahithya & Hannah) I saw “Tyco to the Moon” on the ceiling. I
was amazed. (Sammar) It was fantastic. When it finished, I was
feeling sad. (Fazil) I also learnt many facts about planets and stars.
Did you know there isn’t much gravity in space? (Ekjot) I thought
the Milky Way was edible! (Hannah)
Next, we went to the electric Lightning Room. It was full of dangerous
equipment. There was a scientist called
Katerina. (Nimalan) We learnt that atoms
could attract or repel each other if you rub
two things together. (Mohammad) Did you
know that lightning is five times hotter than
the temperature of the sun? That’s hot!
(Kavin) We had to cover our ears when Katerina made lightning using a Tesla machine.
(Anjoa) If you are outside in a lightning
storm, you have to duck down and place your
hands in front of your head to protect yourself.
(Shanawar)
After lunch, we went to the best part. We had some free time at Scienceworks. My favourite display was a virtual reality video of me catching
raindrops. (Vigashni) I was racing lots of students from other schools and
tried the rock wall. (Kavin) I tried another VR game where I had to move objects around on a screen. I
even got a chance to control a drone. (Ekjot). I saw information about how massive planets
weigh. Jupiter is so heavy.
(Sahithya)
Unfortunately, it was time to go
back to Dandenong North Primary
School. I had an amazing time.
Scienceworks is a sensational place
to go. (Raina) Scienceworks is a
spectacular place to explore.
(Nimalan) One day, I will take my
family there too. (Aleeza)

