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  NOVEMBER 2019 

11th—22nd Swimming Program 
Begins  Prep to Grade 2 

25th Nov- 6th December Swimming 
Program Begins Grade 3 to Grade 6 

 

28th—Grade 2 Students— 

           Mordialloc Beach Excursion 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

11th– Keyboard Concert 

17th—Grade 6 Certificate Presenta-
tion. Parents welcome 

19th– Grade 6 lunch and disco 

 

 

 

School Pledge 

 

I  will do all that I can to 
make sure that Dandenong 
North Primary School      
remains a great school. 

I will try my hardest to fol-
low the 4Cs to keep our 
school a safe and happy 
place. 

I promise to treat others as I 
would like to be treated. 

News From the North 

It is with great sadness that we inform the 
community that Mr Malone has decided that 
at the end of this year he will retire from 
teaching. 

Mr Malone has had a long and distinguished 
teaching career which began in 1975 at Tot-
tenham North Primary where he taught vari-
ous classes, but mainly Year 6 for seven 
years. 

However his passion was for Physical Educa-
tion, so he was lucky enough to be granted a 
study leave to develop his skills after he 
moved to his next school Glen Orden P.S. 
where he worked two days a week as a Li-
brary and P.E. specialist. 

After this, Mr Malone moved to Wheelers Hill Primary School as a full 
time PE teacher. It was at this school that he began to develop his reputa-
tion as an outstanding PE teacher and coach as this school began winning 
many Cross Country, Athletics and Interschool sporting events. 

He came to Dandenong North in 1988 and stayed until 1991, when he 
left the teaching profession and worked in private enterprise. 

However , in 1999, the love of coaching and teaching saw him returning 
to DNPS for two days a week to take PE classes and mentor a graduate 
PE teacher. 

Mr Malone then began working full time again at DNPS in 2002. 

Whilst Mr Malone is not one to make a fuss - throughout his time at Dan-
denong North Primary School he has made strong connections with stu-
dents and challenged them to be their best.  He has had a massive impact 
on the culture of our school and has always believed that students can 
win - if they put their minds to it. 

He puts a large focus on training children and has used much of his dis-
cretionary time to allow them the opportunity to practice and train under 
his guidance. It is always amazing to have students return to DNPS to 
talk about their lives, and they always ask to visit Mr Malone explaining 
how he pushed them so hard, but they are grateful for it as they now 
know what they can achieve with just a little hard work. 

We wish Mr Malone all the very best for his retirement and thank him for 
everything that he has done to make our students physically and mentally 
tough. Your straightforward, no nonsense, take no “garbage” approach 
will be sorely missed! 

Mr Malone to Retire 



Last Monday was a whole school curriculum day which was held  off site 
at the Dandeong Club. 

It began with our resident consultant Lyn Watts who spent time focusing 
in on team building and the toxic personalities that can have an impact on 
the effectiveness of working collaboratively. 

She also gave teachers some food for thought in relation to using visual 
literacy in the classroom - to not only engage boys, but all learners. This 
was particularly enjoyable as Lyn provided staff with examples and re-
sources that could be applied directly into every classroom. 

Mr Hilton presented on the whole school data wall - which aims to track 
every child’s development from Prep to Year 6. The staff again found this 
particularly useful as there knowledge of student achievement can be 
tracked in a visual manner. It was a wonderful opportunity to work 
amongst a team of people - building the knowledge, skills and capacity of all DNPS staff. 

Mr Mackay also presented on the history of clocks which lead into the misunderstandings that children 
can have in relation to time because of the complexity of the language involved. 

A fantastic learning day was had by all the staff. 
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Teachers Learn on Curriculum Day 

EAL Documentary - Talk For Life 
Thursday 31st October saw the premiere of the much anticipated EAL 
(English as an Additional Language) documentary - “Talk for Life”. 

This video is the second in the series of DNPS documentaries made by 
award-winning filmmaker, Amel Tresnjic  - the first of which focused on the 
Reading Factory.  

This documentary focused on the three tiered approach to EAL and the dedi-
cated team of professional educators that we have at our school. This ap-
proach begins with New Arrivals Program for students who have extremely 
limited to no English. Moving through to Transition classes for students who 
have developed some English and finishing with the EAL mainstream where 
student proficiency is developed in readiness for their full time inclusion in 
mainstream classes. 

The documentary highlighted our “fourth tier” of EAL - the Reception Pro-
gram run by Mrs Levine - which places children in the right program and 
class after some preliminary assessments are undertaken. 

This documentary premiere was held at the Council Chambers in Dandenong and was attended by the 
Mayor of Dandenong, School Council President, Ann Scott, staff of Dandenong North Primary School, 
along with other educators from around the state who have an interest in EAL learners. 

This documentary has interviews from the EAL teams, along with the emotionally moving stories of 
some of our current and past students who have immigrated to Australia with no understanding of the 
English language. These commentaries show the passion from the EAL staff and love that they put into 
their classes to make the learning environment a safe and supportive one. The past and present students 
spoke about how it wasn't just learning English - it went beyond the classroom walls to the support of 
families who did not know how to access basic services due to the language barriers. 

It is such a wonderful film and shows the care, support and phenomenal work that is done by the people 
within this program to give all children access to communication to become life long learners. 
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Peter Hitchener Visits DNPS 

Prep H - Setayesh Prep M - Kisa 2M - Simel  2B - Nafisa PE - Vibhish 
(2AM) 

Prep K - Ferhin 1O - Sanjeev 2C - Akashiya 3W - Mahdi PE - Rayyan (1O) 

Prep O - Narges 1F - Sandra 2AM - Sosan 3L - Haya PE - Shivesh (3L) 

Prep O - Ayan 1G - Ibrahim 2N - Afomia 3B - Pratyush Art - All of 5D 

Prep O - Abinisha 1H - Sai 2N - Sera 3LF - Shiddat  

Prep O - Roni 1L - Fatima 2S - Shadien 3P - Alina  

Throughout this term, the Year 5 and 6 students have 
been studying the Media, looking at the many parts to 
newspapers, journalism and online media platforms. As a 
part of this they were lucky enough last Wednesday to 
have Peter Hitchener, the Channel 9 newsreader, come 
and speak to them.  
The Year 5 and 6 children had put together some ques-
tions to ask him in relation to his life and his career which 
he answered in his warm and friendly manner. 
Peter described how he grew up in a country town and 
attended a boarding school where he originally thought 
he would become a comedian when he grew up! Peter 
spoke about how lucky he is within his role, as he gets to 
go out and visit schools and he spoke about how much he 
enjoys his time visiting the zoo. He also answered the question about what was the hardest journalistic 
reports he had to deliver, which was the Black Saturday Bushfires. 
Peter had a message of resilience and never giving up that he spoke about with the students - this im-
portance of goal setting and continuing on even if life takes you in a different direction. 
Peter then read out some awards for the Year 5 and 6 students – which highlighted student learning and 
the newspaper report writing they had been undertaking this term. He also visited the Green Room and 

recorded a message that can be used by the students for 
news reports. 
This is Peter’s third visit to our school and he spoke about 
how much he enjoys visiting DNPS because the children 
and staff a re lovely and the school atmosphere is so 
warm. 
We would like to thank Mr Hitchener for taking the  time 
out from his busy schedule to come and speak with our 
students. A thank you must also go out to Mr Mackay for 
organising the visit and to Miss Laurie for co-ordinating 
the events on the day - certainly something that the      
children will remember. 

Special Awards 



Year 4 Visit Mothers Beach 
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Year 5/6 Incursion - Radio Awareness 

School’s Out, Tides In 

Last Wednesday the grade 4 students visited 
Mothers Beach in Mornington as part of our 
‘Beneath our feet’ science unit. We combed 
the beach for washed up shells, explored 
paths through vegetation, walked along the 
historic pier, witnessed the effects of erosion 
and collected a variety of rocks to study back 
at school. Students had the opportunity to see 
the interventions made to protect beaches 
from eroding further and also discussed what 
we could do as a community to look after 
our shores. The fun filled day ended with 
time spent on the playground and enjoying 
the beautiful views of the bay!  

Ms Notenboom 

In Term 4 the Grade 5/6 students have been learning about 
the media. Media has evolved over time and students have 
showed enthusiasm in learning about all media platforms 
that have influenced society over the years. TV, radio, so-
cial media, newspapers, magazines and media bias have all 
been areas of focus for the students. In Week 4 the students 
were lucky enough to be involved in a Radio Awareness 
Incursion. Prior to the incursion the students listened to a 
pre-recorded radio program to familiarise themselves with 
the elements of a radio show. During the incursion, the stu-
dents were able to plan and then record their own radio 
show where they took on the role of different radio present-
ers. The students’ radio show segments included sport, 
weather, traffic, music and other funny guest appearances. 
A special mention goes to Mehdi H (6L) whose sports seg-
ment was both humorous and engaging!  

Mr Allman 

2019 Swimming Begins 
The first of a four week intensive swimming program began on Monday. For the 
next two weeks, students from Years Prep to Year 2 will be attending daily in-
tensive lessons - before the Year 3 to 6 students begin on 25th November. 

It was great to see the enthusiasm amongst the 
students as the entered the pool - some for the 
their very first time.  

Learning to swim is very important as it is these 
skills that could one day save a life. 

We ask that parents remember to pack bathers 
and a towel every day for their child who is par-
ticipating in this program. If you forget - spare 
bathers and towels can be borrowed from EAL. 


