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COVID-19 Restrictions
Thank you to all of our families who have continued to support the safety
measures that we have put in place to ensure Dandenong North Primary
stays COVID-19 free. We are all still working under COVID-19 restrictions however the recent news about lifting some restrictions is pleasing. Just as pleasing, is the eleven days straight of zero cases recorded in
Victoria and with a rolling average down to 0.4 it is important that we all
still remain vigilant and employ the guidelines provided by the Chief
Health Officer. We will keep you updated of any changes to school routines - and this includes any updated information in relation to the Year 6
Graduation Ceremonies and transition into Secondary School.

SRC News - Remembrance Day

School Pledge
I will do all that I can to
make sure that Dandenong
North Primary School
remains a great school.
I will try my hardest to follow the 4Cs to keep our
school a safe and happy
place.
I promise to treat others as I
would like to be treated.

Over 70 million people mobilised and left between nine and 13 million
dead and as many as one third of these with no grave. Today the loss of
Australian lives from all wars and conflicts is commemorated on Remembrance Day.
Remembrance Day marks the day World War One ended back in 1918.
Each year on the 11th day of the 11th month, at 11am one-minute silence
is observed and dedicated to those soldiers who fought to protect the nation.
On Wednesday, 11th of November 2020, at 11am the SRC team would
like to invite all DNPS students, teachers and staff to observe a one-minute
silence to remember those heroes of the past.
On this day, we will acknowledge the courage and sacrifices of those who
served their country and their family and acknowledge our responsibility
to work for the peace they fought hard to achieve.
On this day poppies are worn as a symbol of remembrance for those who
lost their lives in battle and for hope and peace.
We would like to invite all DNPS teachers, students and staff to wear
something in red to symbolise the red poppy.
Remembrance Day Competition
The SRC team invites all DNPS students to participate in the Remembrance Day competition.
Imagine you were a solider far away from home and your loved ones,
fighting in the battlefield scared yet courageous. How would you feel,
what would you see, what would you write in your diary or in your letters
to your loved ones?
You can choose one of the following:
Write a Poem or a page from a soldier’s diary
A letter which the courageous soldiers might have written to their loved
ones.
All entries must be given to Mr Gould by Wednesday 18th November.
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Online Safety
As we emerge from online learning back into the classroom setting, we have noticed across the school that our students ICT skills have improved dramatically
and they have become more comfortable with these technologies. Which is a positive.
However, the negative impact of this increased confidence means that online
safety of our students has never been more important. Our children are selecting
to play games such as Roblox, Fortnite, Among Us etc which allows them to
chat and play online with both students and people they know, as well as unknown adults and peers. Some students have also been exposed to inappropriate
movie and game content which they then discuss at school with their peers –
which is unacceptable.
While some games have educational content, many of the most popular games emphasise negative themes
and they can have elements which are inappropriate for primary aged children.
Studies of children who have been exposed to violent video games for long periods of time have shown
that they may become numb to violence, imitate the violence, or show more aggressive behaviours.
Children and adolescents can become overly involved with videogames and they may have difficulty controlling the amount of time they spend playing on line games each day. Spending excessive time playing
these games can impact on the time that students spend with their family and friends and makes social
situations difficult. The manner with which video games stimulate the brain, can also lead to poor sleep
patterns which have a wider impact on student’s everyday lives, in particular educationally.
Tips for Parents
There are many educational games that students can access at any age - however it is important that parents regulate their use - the use of a timer to limit the amount of screen time that students are exposed to is one suggestion.
Ensuring that if children are playing online - parents should know who the gamers are that their child is
interacting with. It is always best to play against local friend groups - and not invite strangers into online
games or virtual worlds.
It is also vitally important that parents only allow video game playing or movie watching in the public
areas of the home - no devices (xBox, Play Stations, I-pads, tablets or phones) should be accessed in a
child’s bedroom without an adult present. This would ensure children are getting the necessary hours of
sleep to ensure they are ready for school each and every day.
Checking the age rating on the game, app, film or social network is a great guide as to whether they’re
suitable for your child. The minimum age limit is 13 for several social networking sites and these should
be adhered to.
If parents want more assistance with this they can log on to :
https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-academy/pupils/e-safety

Weekly Special Awards
1H - Zahra

2C - Charan

3F - Elias

5D - Simra

3W - Afomia (PE)

1G - Afsa

2V - Sai

4FM - Haydin

6K - Ananya

4H - Uday (PE)

1L - Ryhaneh

2T - Nirvana

4P - Ava

1LH - Josh (PE)

5G - Zaynab (PE)

1O - Lishana

3A - Akashiya

4H - Justin

1H - Thakseha (PE)

5G - Ansh (PE)

1LH - Yosuf

3B - Taha

4DW - Amelia

2M - Ritchie (PE)

6H - Santhya

2N - Feza

3V - Sammar

5L - Toirah

2V - Nupur (PE)
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It is that time of year again when our families come to enrol their child for Prep
in 2021.
Whilst we are no longer able to undertake school tours in person, we have access to a wonderful online virtual tour at https://
www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au/ which highlights all of the key programs
that our school provides our students.
Parents are unable to come onto the school site to fill in enrolment forms - therefore we have an online enrolment enquiry form which can be completed by families and then our office staff will contact you to discuss this further.
Alternatively, you can contact the school on 9794 7899 and speak with one of our staff and they will
talk you through the process.

Prep Transition Program
It is with great pleasure that Dandenong North Primary School can now welcome your child into Dandenong North for Prep Transition!
We are excited to work with you and your child to make a positive start to school in 2021. We are inviting your child to spend an hour in a Prep classroom, engaging in familiar activities, meeting some
classroom teachers and taking a tour around our school. All finished off with some outdoor play in the
Prep playground.
This session is very important in helping build the confidence of your child and creating a positive experience to start school, next year.
Due to Covid19 restrictions, we can only have a group of ten children every Wednesday. Children that
have already enrolled for Prep in 2021 will be contacted in the coming weeks in regards to booking in a
Wednesday for the hour long (9:30am - 10:30am)Transition experience.

2021 Enrolments
We are currently in the process of organising grades and teaching staff for next year and it is very important for us to know our enrolment numbers for 2021.
If you know that your child will not be attending Dandenong North next year, could you please write a
letter informing the Office staff of your 2021 intentions or print off the slip below and either return it to
your child’s classroom teacher or to the office staff as soon as possible.
We thank you for your assistance

Student/s Name/s ______________________________________________________________
Current Grade/s _____________________________
Name of new school being attended in 2021 __________________________________________
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Mrs Wells Departs
It has been a year of changes at DNPS and this week sees another one as Mrs
Wells departs our school to await the arrival of her third child. She has worked at
our school both in a full and part time capacity for over 10 years. Due to the topsyturvy nature of 2021 it was decided that the students in5W needed to be up to
speed as quickly as possible - rather than spending weeks with a CRT getting to
know the students. Therefore the decision was made to move the students into the
other remaining Year 5 grades with teachers who already knew the students
through a variety of rotational activities. As well, the current teachers are aware of
the learning that has already been undertaken and the “where to next” in the education of these students All children have settled in well, and at this time we wish Mrs Wells all the very
best for the safe arrival of her baby, due some time later this month.

City Of Greater Dandenong Children’s Festival
During Remote Learning many of the Year 1 students entered the Children’s Festival Competition. Two competitions were organised for children that live in the City
of Greater Dandenong to enter. The first was a short story writing competition and
“Story time Quest” which was a story reading competition.
The story reading competition was won by Theruni from 1G for her wonderful
reading of “Pig The Star”. The judges said they had a difficult time selecting the
winner due to the high standards of all of the entrants.
Congratulations, Theruni

University of New South Wales Testing
The University of New South Wales English
and Mathematics testing had been delayed due
to COVID-19.
Last Friday and Monday, children whose parents had signed them up for these tests, finally
had the opportunity to show what they were
capable of.
These tests which were once upon a time
completed on paper, are now completed
online. Each child logs into the testing page
with a unique ID and password. Student information and test responses are then submitted automatically for correction.
We hope to have the children’s marks and certificates delivered to DNPS, before the end of year. All
other Australian states had the opportunity to participate in this testing earlier in the year.

