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School Pledge
I will do all that I can to
make sure that Dandenong
North Primary School
remains a great school.
I will try my hardest to follow the 4Cs to keep our
school a safe and happy
place.
I promise to treat others as I
would like to be treated.

School Website:
www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au

11th August 2020

Remote Learning Update
We have had a great start to Remote Learning 2.0 and we thank our parents and students for beginning with such enthusiasm and understanding.
For the first two weeks, children worked through paper pack tasks and
there was also a maths book provided to children in Years 1 – 6. The
maths textbook in particular, was very popular with the children.
We have once again been able to provide students with devices for them
to use at home, in order to access their online tasks. There is an expectation that students will only be utilising their borrowed devices for
school based tasks. Some year levels will continue to use a combination
of paper packs and online tasks, while others will make a total transition to online tasks in the week beginning 17th August. By now we are
hoping that all families who need one, have been to school and have
collected a device and have had students logging on to complete attendance requirements and any other online tasks.
Staff from each year level are now creating videos to explain tasks and
to support children’s learning. Class teachers are online each day
providing feedback to children’s uploaded work as well as answering
questions from the children.
We will continue to aim to contact families and/or children regularly by
phone and/or webex to check in on how they are progressing with remote learning.
Once again thank you for your support and we ask that parents continue
to assist children with their tasks where possible, as it important that
learning continues throughout this period.

Enrol Your 2021 Prep Now!
It is that time of year again when families enrol their child for Prep for
2021.
Whilst we are no longer able to undertake school tours in person, we have
access to a wonderful online virtual tour at
https://www.dandenongnorthps.vic.edu.au/ which highlights all of the key
programs that our school provides our students.
Parents are unable to come onto the school site to fill in enrolment forms therefore we have an online enrolment enquiry form which can be completed by families and then our office staff will contact you to discuss this
further.
Alternatively, you can contact the school on 9794 7899 and speak with
one of our staff and they will talk you through the process.
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Remote Learning Tips For Parents

Remote learning is a challenging time for all, in particular the relationship between parent and child. It is
important to remember that during this time you are still your child’s parent not their teacher. It can be difficult for children to understand this. To assist with this, it is important to set routines and boundaries so
that there is a difference between “school time” and other home activities. Routines are very important as
they allow children to prepare for learning.
If possible, it is also very important to provide a specific space where your child can complete their home
learning. Once again, this helps children mentally prepare and to be focused and ready to complete their
daily learning requirements. Part of this routine is to get dressed each day. It does not have to be school
uniform, but simply the act of changing from sleepwear into day clothing can trigger the brain into work
mode.
Where possible, create the day to be structured like a normal school day. Each classroom teacher sets out a
timetable for the day, so if possible parents could log on in the morning with their child and write up a
timetable for the day. Ensure your child has access to a clock to assist with the time set to complete each
task and set out break times for your child like they would usually have at school. When creating your
child’s daily timetable try to mix up tasks that require a lot of concentration with tasks that are less intensive or that have an element of physical activity. It is most important that our children complete physical
activity tasks each day as exercise is important for your child’s learning and general wellbeing.
Encourage your child to read as much as possible. Children have been able to borrow library books and
classroom books to ensure they are reading daily. It is important that children read anything during this
time as long as it is not on their devices. Children will already be completing reading tasks on their devices
daily. It would be great if you could listen to your child read and assist them where possible and encourage
them, this will build their confidence and increase their fluency and comprehension skills. Encouraging
your child to read on their own silently for a short period of time at first and then build this up over the
remote learning period will also assist with their reading development.
All parents are doing their best to assist children with their learning. Please continue help students where
possible with prompts, tips and explanations as this will enable our children to continue on their learning
journey throughout this unprecedented period.

Library Reading Challenge - Remote Learning 1.0
Congratulations to the more than 70, Prep to Grade 3 students who had participated enthusiastically in the
‘Library Reading Challenge’. This reading activity was aimed at encouraging students to continue reading
during the first school closure period due to Covid-19.
Students had diligently sourced books from home, online, school and community libraries to read and complete their book reviews. Students’ work was highly commendable and are displayed in the library. Students were thrilled to receive their ‘Reading Champion’ certificates and 3 book prize winners were selected
from each grade. A huge thank you to parents and carers who supported all students in their reading at
home.

Kamil Sha PA

Yasmin PA

Thushani PA

Shayon 1O

Angelica 2C

Muhammed 2M

Aziz 2M

Taha 3B

Nilofar 1O

Ashvik 3W

Abinisha 1O

Vibhish 3W
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VALE: Roger Hall
In the best scenario a primary school community is an extension of our own family. Our children spend a great deal of their lives socialising and learning together over their first seven
years of school. Many parents spend time in the school grounds making new friends and over
time finding their place in, what is often, a new community. It is, therefore, important that
we recognise those who have given extra effort and time over the years in making the Dandenong North Primary School community such a strong and important part of peoples’ lives.
Roger Hall was a member of our School Council during the 1980s and 1990s while his three children,
Melissa, Simon and Naomi attended as students. Roger’s children were the family’s second generation to
attend Dandenong North. His mother-in-law, Mrs Jolly, was a founding member of the Mothers Club,
raising money to provide basic equipment for classrooms when the school first opened in the 1950s.
During Roger’s many terms as a school councillor and as School Council
President he was crucial in initiating funding opportunities at a time when
any additional money required to purchase playground equipment, readers,
maths equipment, computers and grounds maintenance had to come from
fund raising activities. Roger’s wide community connections ensured our
school had a food stall every year at the Dandenong Show or sausage sizzles
on election days. Money raised at these major fundraisers became our major
source of discretionary funding.
Weekend working-bees to plant trees, mow the grass on the oval, repair
seats, spread mulch and weed the garden always saw Roger with a trailer
load of gardening equipment for parents to put to good use. He and his son,
Simon, could also be spotted on weekends chopping down broken tree
branches. Never asked to – just looking out for the safety of everyone’s children. Roger’s enthusiasm and support for our school to move to a greater
level of self-management through the ‘Schools of the Future’ initiative in
the 1990s was an important opportunity that was the impetus to our school
becoming a high performing school.
On behalf of the past and current Dandenong North Primary School community we remember Roger for the wonderful contribution he made over many
years and send our deep condolences to his wife, his children and grandchil-

Roger Hall with Mr & Mrs
Mackay before leaving to a
Curriculum Awards presentation for our Self Esteem Program.

UNSW Competition Date Change
Due to the current situation in Victoria, the sitting dates for the English and Maths UNSW Competition
have been changed. They will no longer be held in August but later in October.
If your child is enrolled to participate in this competition we will notify you of the exact sitting dates in the
first week of Term 4.
Subject

School
Year

English

2020

Mathematics

2020

Second Official Sitting Window
Monday 12th October to Friday 23rd October
Monday 12th October to Friday 23rd October
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Remote Learning Stars
As we transition to full time remote learning, it has been wonderful to see our students continuing to
study at home.
Last week, we asked our students to send in photos of themselves completing the tasks set by the teachers. This is of course, a combination of paper packs and computer based tasks.
We are sure that you will agree that the children look like they have fantastic areas set up to work from
and these great spaces allow them to complete tasks with little to no distractions.
In the coming weeks we hope to shine a spotlight on continued remote learning to see how the children
are continuing to develop.

Prep

Year 1

Year 2
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Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

News From the North

Page 6

Remote Learning - Physical Education
Over the past several weeks, the children have been immersed
in learning an array of activities to develop their physical, social and emotional capabilities in Health and Physical Education.
The Preparatory and Grade 1 students have been learning about
fundamental movement skills, for example, hopping, skipping,
ball handling and bouncing skills.
The skills of Auskick or Australian Rules Football have been
implemented at the Grade 2 level.
Grade 3 to Grade 4 have been learning about Game Sense and
Invasion (Court) Games and Skills, for example, Hockey and
Soccer Dribble.
The Grade 5 and 6 students are learning Game Sense type activities.
Teaching staff have prepared a rubric type choice board for
each Grade level, which encompasses activities associated with
Wellness, Movement and Skill / Game like activities.
Aside from Skill / Game like elements of learning, students
have the opportunity to participate in Yoga and Mindfulness
activities to help develop their physical, spiritual and emotional
aspects of wellbeing.
It is heart-warming to see the student responses on Seesaw
(Prep – 4) and Gmail (Grade 5 and 6).
PE Team
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