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Help for non-English speakers
If you need assistance to understand what is contained in this policy, please make contact with the office on 9794 7899.


Purpose
The purpose of this curriculum policy is to outline to our school community Dandenong North Primary School’s organisation, implementation and review of curriculum and teaching practices to ensure that, taken as a whole, all eight learning areas are substantially addressed, unless an exemption applies.
The framework shows, at a high level, how the school will deliver its curriculum, how the curriculum and teaching practice will be reviewed, how we assess student learning, how we record and monitor student performance, and when and how we report to parents.
This curriculum framework policy should be read alongside our whole school, curriculum area, year level and unit / lesson curriculum plans. These should be viewed with the knowledge that the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 is implemented with the focus on the flexibility to meet the needs of our 90% NESB student cohort.
Overview
Dandenong North Primary School provides all students with a planned and structured curriculum to equip them with the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to complete their schooling and to make a successful transition from school to work, training, or further education.
Dandenong North is committed to offering a comprehensive curriculum based on the Victorian Curriculum F-10. The key points in this framework, and in line with the F–10 Revised Curriculum Planning and Reporting Guidelines, are a commitment to:
1. A defined curriculum content is the basis for student learning
1. Curriculum planning that is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than each year level
1. Developing and publishing a separate whole-school curriculum plan that documents our teaching and learning program
1. Reporting student learning against the achievement standards in the curriculum
1. Reporting student learning to students and parents in line with the Department’s Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.
1. Complying with Departmental policies relating to curriculum provision, including:
0. Physical and Sport Education — Delivery Outcomes
0. Sexuality and Consent Education

Dandenong North Primary school encourages all student to strive for “above average” standards in their educational endeavors. To achieve this, the school provides broad based sequential teaching and learning programs that deliver a comprehensive, culturally appropriate and inclusive curriculum.

We accommodate students with no prior formal learning and, in some cases, no prior schooling. 89% of our students (2025) are from NESB backgrounds that represent over 50 different cultures and languages or dialects. Together with transience, this can mean that 30% of students in any given year can be different students to the ones who were at Dandenong North Primary School at the beginning of the year. 

English and Mathematics are the priorities of this school based on the needs identified in current data sets. The school considers mastery of these two curriculum areas to be the most crucial for future learning success. 

DNPS has available a number of interventions, enrichments and evidence-based programs that have proven to deliver high student performance in core learning areas for more than a decade. Our staff are diligent in coaching and teaching for the progress of all students along a learning continuum that has multiple entry-points. Explicit teaching is delivered through a suite of evidence-based, best- practice pedagogies collated and articulated within a sequential Teaching and Learning Model.


IMPLEMENTATION
Dandenong North Primary School implements its curriculum through our Explicit Teaching and Learning Model based on the Gradual Release of Responsibility. At Dandenong North, class time is structured into a weekly timetable with 5 hours of learning per day, broken into 5 x 60 minute sessions. 

	Years F- 6 (2025)

	Learning Areas
	Weekly Time Allocation

	English (which includes Library)
	11 hours

	Mathematics
	6 hours

	Health & Physical Education
	3 hours

	The Humanities (including Science)
	2 hours

	The Arts 
	1 hour

	Technologies
	1 hour

	LOTE
	0 hours

	Miscellaneous – weekly assembly, morning routines etc
	1 hour




	EAL (2025)

	New Arrivals
	8-10 hours (Yrs 1-6)

	Transition
	5 hours (Yrs1-2) 7-8 hours (Yrs 3-4) 9-10 hours (Yrs 5-6) 

	EAL
	3-4 hours (Yrs 1-6)



Further information on how our school implements the curriculum, including the learning areas provided at each year level, and the capabilities that are developed by students across these learning areas, is provided in our curriculum plans.

[bookmark: _Hlk190001257]Language Provision
The Victorian Curriculum provides the required scope and sequence of skill and knowledge competencies, but the provision of LOTE is not of benefit to our students as English is seen as their second, third or even fourth language. Exemptions have been approved for 2014 to 2024, 2025 Pending.



[bookmark: _Hlk190002314]Pedagogy
The pedagogical approach at Dandenong North Primary School is fundamentally Explicit teaching delivered through our Teaching and Learning Model, which is underpinned by the elements of the VTLM 2.0 (Elements of teaching – representing the evidence-based teaching practices that most effectively support learning: planning, enabling learning, explicit teaching & supported application) and the Gradual Release model. This model was revised in 2025 and continued development will occur throughout 2026.
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Whole School Planning
Dandenong North Primary School accesses the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 and the EAL continuum as frameworks for curriculum development and delivery from Years F – 6 in accordance with DET policy and Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) guidelines (except for LOTE).
At a Principal class level and in line with the FISO 2.0 Inquiry Cycle, the tracking of whole school, cohort and individual student data focuses on student need and identifies curriculum areas for re-focus or targeting.
These same data sets are interrogated during fortnightly SIT team meetings to ascertain areas for Professional Learning and outlining plans to highlight areas of success or plans to target areas for improvement. 
The school implements an explicit teaching approach and the Teaching and Learning model is based on VTLM 2.0 and the Gradual Release model.
A Leading Teacher/Learning Specialist leads each year level, and they are responsible for overseeing their year level planning. In collaboration with their team, they will guide staff in the identification of areas for improvement in either cohort, class or individuals and will create a plan for implementation to target those areas of need. 
A dedicated Talk for Writing Coach oversees the development of Talk for Writing Units from Foundation to Year Five. These units align with the Victorian English Curriculum 2.0 and use evidence-based research implementation techniques to ensure our students writing skills continually develop.
Every year level team is provided with a dedicated planning day each term to view data, review planning overviews and to develop the overviews and planners for English, Mathematics, Humanities and Science curriculums for the upcoming term.
Specialist class teachers are provided the same opportunity and work in synchronicity where possible with year level teams, to create opportunities that align with termly humanities or sciences foci.
The Specialist timetable is constructed around the opportunity for year level teams to meet for two hours per week for collaborative planning. This time is spent reviewing data, reflecting on current practices and creating a sequence of lessons that will cover curriculum content which enable learning, scaffolds development with explicit teaching at its core.
We offer intervention and enrichment programs to develop students at their point of need. This includes but is not limited to a Reading Intervention program which targets students in Foundation to Year Three and focuses on students developing “the code” to access texts. Mathematics enrichment which allows students with advanced mathematical skills to showcase their ability to apply their knowledge in small group lessons. Mathematics tutoring forms a part of The Department funded TLI program and supports our most vulnerable mathematics students. All of these program coordinators liaise with Area Leaders and classroom teachers to ensure that they are catering for students.

Assessment
[bookmark: _Hlk64903633]Dandenong North assesses student progress in line with the Department’s Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.
Students at Dandenong North have multiple and varied opportunities to demonstrate their learning and achievement. Teachers use regular forms of assessment to ensure that evidence of learning and growth is captured for every student.

Dandenong North Primary School assesses student learning in line with the Department’s Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.

Students at Dandenong North Primary School have multiple and varied opportunities to demonstrate learning and achievement. Our staff use a combination of formative assessment for learning (to focus feedback and guide future learning) and summative assessment of learning (to determine what the student has learned at the end of a sequence of learning), alongside student self-assessment and reflection. 
· Assessment is used in an ongoing way, to guide future lessons and learning, as well as to keep students and parents informed of student progress. 
· Teachers will use a variety of assessment strategies to gather evidence about student achievement. The agreed assessment processes and tasks are documented in the whole school assessment schedule and may include, but are not limited to, tests and assignments, projects etc. 
· Assessment tasks are developed to support students to show their knowledge, skills and understandings and will include clear instructions, relevant supporting documents (scaffolds, planning documents, etc) and allow sufficient time for completion. Teachers will make modifications to the task to cater for students with additional learning needs. 
· Dandenong North Primary will develop Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for students who are part of the Program for Students with a Disability (PSD) and the Disability and Inclusion Program, Koorie students and students in ‘Out of Home’ care, in consultation with students, parents and where appropriate, with outside agencies.
· Teachers will assess the achievements of students with disabilities and impairments in the context of the Victorian Curriculum and the ‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian Curriculum’ where applicable.
· The English language proficiency of English as Additional Language EAL students will be assessed using the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL.
· Where possible, staff will participate in cross marking of assessment tasks (moderation) involving assessment rubrics and work samples so that staff can apply consistent judgements of student progress against Victorian Curriculum Standards across the school.



REPORTING
Dandenong North Primary reports student progress to parents in line with the Department’s Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy. In addition, Dandenong North ensures that there is continuous sharing of assessment information formally and informally with parents/carers throughout the term/semester, including through twice-annual formal reporting. 

At Dandenong North Primary School we offer Parent Teacher Interviews once per year at the conclusion of Term Two. Both English speaking and Interpreter Interviews are offered to cater for the large population of families who do not speak English. Formal written reports are provided twice per year in Term Two and Term Four that indicates student progress against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 and the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL. Additionally, teachers/parents and carers are encouraged to contact the school whenever they wish to discuss any aspect of student learning progress. Our modes of communication include SENTRAL and SeeSaw.

· Dandenong North will report directly against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards or, if reporting on students for whom English is an additional language, the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL achievement standards.
· Both student achievement and progress will be included in the report. 
· An age-related five-point scale, where the quality of a student’s achievement against what is ‘expected’ for students of that year level at the time of reporting, will be used for reporting against the achievement standards in English, Mathematics and Science (where applicable). 
· Opportunities will be provided for parents/carers and students to discuss the school report with teachers and/or school leaders. 
CURRICULUM AND TEACHING PRACTICE REVIEW
School curriculum and teaching practice is reviewed against the Framework for Improving of Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0). FISO and the FISO improvement cycle help identify focus areas for improvement and to evaluate the impact of introduced initiatives.

Review of school curriculum 
Dandenong North Primary regularly reviews its curriculum plans to reflect changes at a whole school, curriculum area, year level and lesson level as outlined below:

	Layer of review/planning
	Process and data used

	Responsibility

	Timeframe


	Whole school
	Curriculum Review Process – individual cohort data (Essential Assessment, Teacher judgment), NAPLAN, PAT testing (cohort/whole school) and writing moderation pieces.
	PCO’s
	Yearly and ongoing

	Curriculum Areas

	English – cohort data – DIBELS, PM Benchmarking data, Phonics Assessment, Essential Assessment, PAT R, Schonnel Spelling, writing moderation  
Mathematics – cohort data – Essential Assessment, PAT M
	PCO’s
Learning Specialists/Leading Teachers
	Yearly and ongoing

	Year levels
	Pre and Post testing (teacher created), Rubrics
Exit slips
PAT R and M
	Leading Teachers/Learning Specialists
Area Leaders
Teachers
	Termly planning
Weekly planning

	Units and lessons
	Pre and Post testing (teacher created), Rubrics
Exit slips
	Leading Teachers/Learning Specialists
Area Leaders
Teachers
	Termly planning
Weekly planning



Review of teaching practice 
Dandenong North Primary reviews teaching practice:
· By providing opportunities for teachers to collaboratively evaluate the effect of high impact teaching strategies and then directly provide Professional Learning opportunities which link to the learning needs of students; and
· the Performance Development cycle, which provides an opportunity to provide feedback to teaching staff on their performance to support ongoing learning and development, with a focus on how student learning can be improved through improving teaching practice.
· Via the implementation of the IMOCAD (Induction, Mentoring, Observation, Coaching & Development) program which focuses on building the capacity of teaching staff for improved student outcomes.
· Through the employment of a teaching consultant to focus on the development of graduate staff and building staff knowledge in practices that will best assist students.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
· Policy and Advisory Library: 
· Curriculum Programs Foundation to 10
· Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0)
· Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
· Digital Learning in Schools
· Students with Disability
· Koorie Education
· Languages Education
· Physical and Sport Education — Delivery Requirements
· Holocaust Education
· Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
· Sexuality and Consent Education
· School Hours (including variation to hours)
· VTLM 2.0
· This policy should be read alongside: 
· teaching and learning program for each year level
· unit plans/sequence of lessons.
POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
	Policy last reviewed 
	June 2025 

	Approved by 
	Paul Hilton

	Next scheduled review date 
	May 2027
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