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I will do all that I can to 
make sure that Dandenong 
North Primary School      
remains a great school. 

I will try my hardest to fol-
low the 4Cs to keep our 
school a safe and happy 
place. 

I promise to treat others as I 
would like to be treated. 

News From the North 

Masterplan Development 

 May 2017 

10th   -  NAPLAN 

         -   Mothers Day Stall   

11th   -  NAPLAN           

23rd  -  Grades  6  Students  

             Excursion  to the  Museum 

24th—  Grades 3 & 4 Students  

              Excursion  to  the   

              Melbourne Zoo 

25th  -  Grade 5 Students Excursion 

             to the   Museum 

26th  -  District Cross  Country 

29th  -  School Council Meeting -  

             7:30  pm  - Staffroom 

Many of our parents will have no-
ticed the overcrowding of our school 
hall when we have our Monday 
morning assemblies.   The school has 
grown to be a very large organiza-
tion.  

Three years ago we were lucky to get 
ALMOST a whole school re-build 
with permanent buildings.  Stage 2 
would have finished that off with a 
gymnasium and four permanent 
classrooms.  Government policies 
changed and new enrolments re-
quired portable classrooms and they 
were located wherever possible. 
That’s why we had to install a double 
story building – because space was 
limited. 

Our school council has been active in 
trying to get support from Gabrielle 
Williams – our local Member of Par-
liament – the Regional Officers and 
the Department of Education Build-
ing Authority to try to get the gymna-
sium that we have needed for so long.  

The Building Authority have agreed 
to engage architects to draw up a 
MASTERPLAN for the school to 
provide a plan for the buildings that 
will be needed for the next 20 years, 
or so.  

A masterplan is a long-range plan of 
the whole school that maps out facili-
ty requirements including buildings 
and play spaces that will be able to 
meet the changing needs of our stu-
dents. 

At present, we are entitled to a full 
sized school gymnasium and other 
specialist areas, which have not been 
built, due to the arrangement of the 
current site.  

Last Wednesday a large group of 

people assembled in the staffroom 
to view some preliminary ideas that 
have been developed by Minx Ar-
chitecture firm. Members of this 
discussion included Kevin Mackay, 
Jenny Mackay, Paul Hilton, De-
partment of Education representa-
tive Kevin O’Rourke, School 
Council representative Demet Don-
mex-Pau, ex-school parent and stu-
dent, Alex Saitov, staff members 
Garry Malone, Liz Thomas and 
SRC coordinator Bridget Sowersby 
along with three students Rishika 
(6D), Leroy (6D) and Reza (3H). 

There were two idea plans put for-
ward by the architects and after the 
feedback provided during these 
productive discussions, the archi-
tects will now go back to the draw-
ing board and change the idea plans 
into a more detailed form. It is en-
visaged that a completed MAS-
TERPLAN will be finalized by 12th 
June.  

HOWEVER,  there is no guarantee 
that having a masterplan will lead 
to gaining a gymnasium. On the 
other hand, we could not get a 
gymnasium without a masterplan. 
School Council is hopeful that we 
will be considered for funding that 
will help provide the sorts of build-
ings that our students so badly 
need.  

Kevin Mackay 

Principal 

 

 



Page 2 News From the North 

Bookaneer Book Fair 2017 

Today was the beginning of the three day National 
Assessment P.rogram, Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) tests that are given to students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia. 

Whilst the tests are undertaken in May, the individ-
ual student results are not sent to schools until 
,much later in the year. 

Today began with the Language Conventions test 
which is an assessment of students spelling and 
grammatical ability, along with their understanding 
of punctuation. 

The second test undertaken today was a persuasive 
writing piece that saw the students planning, writ-
ing and editing their own personal persuasion piece 
under timed conditions. 

Tomorrow the students will undertake the Reading 
comprehension test, which will be followed up on 
Thursday by the Numeracy test. 

As stated in an earlier edition of this newsletter, it 
is important to be aware that NAPLAN results can 

give an insight into student performance on the 
day of the test and that a better reflection of your 
child’s performance is provided by your child’s 
classroom teacher in mid and end of year reports. 

Parents will be notified later this year when the 
NAPLAN results have been received by the 
school.  

The Book Fair finished up 
last Thursday and it was once 
again a tremendous success 
thanks to the enthusiasm of 
our students and parents. 
Throughout the time that the 
Book Fair was running, we 
had lots of visitors to the Mul-
ti Purpose room - with some 
students coming multiple 
times a day! As a result of all 
of the books and items that 
were purchased, our school 
library will benefit by receiv-
ing over $1000 worth of 
books. A part of the book fair 
which was enjoyed was the 
“guess the chocolate coins in 
the jar” - which was won by 
Una (5L) who had made multiple guesses - so 
Miss Varas thought she was a deserved winner.  

Every student who purchased a book at the book 
fair was given a raffle ticket and at Monday’s as-

Una from 5L was 
the winner of our 
Guess the num-
ber of gold coins 
competition – she 
guessed the cor-
rect amount of 
119. 

NAPLAN Begins 

sembly, Miss Varas drew out the three prize   
winners. 

A huge thankyou to Miss Varas, Mrs Saunders 
and Mrs Campitelli for all their efforts organising 
such a successful event! 

 

 

Raffle Prize   
Winners: 

1st Anaheta 4FM 

2nd Krisha 4M 

3rd Cane 2J 

(absent)  
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 Special Awards 

University of New South Wales Competitions 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

ENGLISH COMPETITION 

I would like to enter my child …………………….…………….. in grade ……. to 

enter the University of New South Wales English Competition. 

Please enclose $9.00 and return to class teacher by Friday 16th June. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

I would like to enter my child …………………..…………….. in grade 

……. to enter the University of New South Wales Mathematics Competition. 

Please enclose $9.00 and return to class teacher by Friday 16th June. 

Prep A - Rayyan Prep O - Heba 1JS - All of 1JS 2J - Arman 3M - Elaha 

Prep H - Aleeza Prep W - Akashiya 1S - All of 1S 2S - Sristi 3W - Sophie 

Prep K - Japteg 1F - Ava 2CD - Noorpreet 3B - Mahi ICT - Mohsin (4FM) 

Prep M - Kanishka 1L - Beren 2G - Feuan 3F - All of 3F ICT - Jelena (6H) 

Prep N - Yashpreet 1M - All of 1M 2H - Tenzing 3H - Mehdi  

What a wonderful start to the week our Preps 
had, with their first assembly for 2017! 

With the hall overcrowded our littlest students 
have not had the opportunity to attend an assem-
bly - and so it was their inaugural assembly held 
in the multi-purpose room this week. 

There was a lot of proud students who received 
their awards for the first time in front of their 
peers, parents and teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly follows the same format as the rest 
of the school, however it is in shortened form for 
the Preps. 
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Years 1 & 2 Excursion to Dinosaur World 

 Last week we went to Dinosaur World.  I went 
with my class and the other Grade Ones and Twos.  We 
got there by bus.  It was a cold, bright, sunny morning. 
(Alena) 

 First, I built a puzzle with my best friends, Nuda 
and Emily.  We worked as a team.  We also drew some 
sensational dinosaur      pictures.  (Ema) 

 Then we went to look at dinosaur eggs.    We 
saw some dinosaur hatchlings.  (Lachlan)  We were al-
lowed to get inside the gigantic eggs and pop our heads 
out.  There was another one hatching.  It was making 
lots of scary noises.  (Omid)  Some of  my classmates 
pretended to be a dinosaur hatchling by poking their 
heads out of a crack in a dinosaur egg.  (Nuda)   

 We then wondered over to see a long neck dino-
saur.  Its neck and head was moving but Mr Singh did-
n’t believe us when we told him.  He thought we were 
joking.  The dinosaur roared and Mr Singh believed us! 
(Sristi)  Actually, there were many dinosaurs that were 
moving and roaring.  We saw lots of different dinosaurs 
such as Tyrannosaurus (Tyrant King) and the Brachio-
saurus.  We also observed a Stegosaurus with interest-
ing plates on its back.  Palaeontologists think that when 
predators come near by, the plates on Stegosaurus turn 
red to make them look fierce and scare predators away.  
(Emily) 

 After lunch it was time to search for fossils!  A 
palaeontologist gave me tools to dig out a fossil. 
(Dairah)  After finding my fossil I used a brush and a 
sharp tool to break through the clay to find the fossil 
inside.  I washed it carefully to find a tooth of a carni-
vore.  Other students found small skulls.  (Sristi) 

 Finally, as we were about to get back on the bus, 
a dangerous thing came towards us.  It was a Velocirap-
tor.  It moved towards us.  I thought it was real for a 
couple of seconds.  We were allowed to pat it.  It had 
sharp teeth but I could see human legs.  It was still epic.  
(Yonal) 

 The excursion was a tremendous success.  All 
the children and staff enjoyed meeting these prehistoric 
creatures.  My highlight was the way our students from 
Dandenong North Primary School conducted them-
selves throughout the excursion.  They always demon-
strated the 4Cs.  The owner and other workers at the 
theme park were impressed with the students keen inter-
est to learn more about dinosaurs.  Well done everyone.  
(Mr. Singh) 


