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School Pledge 

I will do all that I can to 
make sure that Dandenong 
North Primary School      
remains a great school. 

I will try my hardest to fol-
low the 4Cs to keep our 
school a safe and happy 
place. 

I promise to treat others as I 
would like to be treated. 

News From the North 

Mr & Mrs Mackay Celebrate 95 Years 
Service to Education 

 July  2017 

31th  -  School Council Meeting -  

             7:30 - Staffroom 

August 2017 

1st  -  Pyjama Day 

2nd  - University NSW—English Test 

3rd  - Book Club Orders Due 

What a huge start to Term 
Three Mr and Mrs Mackay 
have had! 

It began last Thursday when a 
7News journalist and camera-
man came to film a story about 
the 95 years of combined ser-
vice to education that Mr and 
Mrs Mackay have accumulat-
ed! 

95 years is a long time in anyone’s 
language and what a fabulous 
achievement for this pair of school 
leaders. The clip which was shown 
on the 6pm news that evening, 
highlighted how Mr Mackay had 
been involved in education for 55 
years, whilst Mrs Mackay had been 
involved for 40. Jointly they have 
both been at DNPS for 65 of those 
95 years! 

Mr James Merlino, the Education 
Minister for Victoria, was also in 
attendance to congratulate Mr and 
Mrs Mackay on their achievement. 

Mr and Mrs Mackay then attended 
a special ceremony at the National 
Arts Gallery of Victoria on Sunday, 
which was run by the Department 
of Education. This gathering was 

an opportunity for the department 
to formally express its appreciation 
to educators who had been a part 
of the service for 40, 45, 50 and 55 
years. Mr Mackay was only 1 of 5 
people  to receive the award for 55 
years of service to education. 

The congratulations and celebra-
tion continued into Monday where 
Beraka (6C), Aida (6D), Farwah 
(6V), Leroy (6D) and Rishika 
(6D), presented Mr and Mrs Mac-
kay with an Ultimate School Spirit 
Award. 

The students highlighted in their 
speeches the wonderful contribu-
tion that both  Mr and Mrs Mackay 
have made to the lives of thou-
sands of children through their 
care, support and educational lead-
ership. Both were awarded with a 

DNPS school spirit medal 
and trophy, along with their 
framed awards. 

At DNPS we know how 
lucky we are to have such a 
wonderful team that lead our 
school and we congratulate 
them both on their combined 
95 year achievement! 
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When we returned from holidays last Monday, it 
was not hard to spot that there had been a change 
made to the landscape of Dandenong North - a 
new double storey portable! 

Before we left for holidays we hadn’t seen any 
movement on the area designated for this build-
ing. However when we returned, the building was 
up and there were finishing touches being made to 
the outside façade.  

After watching the last double storey being put 
together - it is not surprising that the building was 
put together in just over two weeks! 

As of  this Monday, we have now been told that 
the building will be open for use sometime next 
week! Wow that was fast! 

Double Storey Portable  

State Cross Country Finals 

Last Thursday the State Cross Country Champi-
onships were run at Bundoora Park, in Bundoora. 
This event was the culmination of the three cross 
country events leading into it - beginning with the 
District races, moving to the Divisionals and then 
into the Regional finals. Dandenong North had 
two competitors heading to the State Cross Coun-
try Championships with both Hassan (4N) and his 
older brother Mohyad (6C) advancing through to 
this event. 

Mr Malone accompanied the brothers  on what 
was a cold, wet and windy day. These moist con-
ditions made the course particularly difficult as 
the ground, quickly turned to mud and the com-
petitors were slipping and sliding up through the 
course! 

120 of the best runners across the State  competed 
in each of the age group events with Mohyad 
competing in the 11 year boys race - a gruelling 
3km course. After a gutsy performance, Mohyad 
finished the race in 15th position only 14 seconds 

behind the actual 
winner with a time 
of 10 minutes and 
34 seconds.  

Hassan participated 
in the 10 year boys 
race which took 
place over 2km and 
he was placed 79th 
overall. 

These two boys 
were the only stu-
dents in the Dan-
denong Region who 
progressed through 
to the State Finals - a fabulous effort! 

At present we are planning to move 1A into 
one of the bottom classrooms - freeing up 
some space inside the 1/2 building. 
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New Business Manager for DNPS 

Footsteps Returns 

It’s that time of year again…..it’s the SRC annual 
Pyjama Day fundraiser!! 

This special day will be held on Tuesday 1st  Au-
gust and it would be wonderful to see all children 
dress in their pyjamas and come to school. If you 
don’t have pyjamas - you can wear slippers, a robe, 
make your hair messy (as though you just woke up) 
or bring along a teddy. 

The cost to participate in this event is a gold coin 
donation that will go towards the children’s ward at 

For the past seven years, The Footsteps Move-
ment Program has been coming to Dandenong 
North. These movement classes are always held 
on a Thursday and provide students with a fantas-
tic cardio workout.  

Mr Malone organises this program for all students 
from Prep to Year 6 and everyone gets the oppor-
tunity to experience what the program has to of-
fer. 

The enthusiastic instructors take the children 
through some high 
impact movements 
that teach them to lis-
ten and follow instruc-
tions quickly develop-
ing their coordination 
skills. 

The children love at-
tending these lessons 

and try their hardest to 
follow along - no mat-
ter how tricky! 

This type of cardio 
workout develops stu-
dent fitness levels and 
increases their ability 
to sustain high impact 
exercise. 

From the excited chat-
ter from the students, it 
will again prove to be a 
successful program in 
2017 and one that is 
looked forward to by 
the children. 

As always, we thank the ladies from Footsteps and 
Mr Malone for providing our students with this 
quality program. 

SRC - Whole School Pyjama Day 
The Dandenong Hospital. 

The SRC will be awarding prizes to students in 
each grade who have the best pyjamas, slippers or 
a teddy. So bring along 
a gold coin and wear 
your pyjamas! 

When you enter the administration build-
ing there will be a new face that you may 
encounter. Mrs Kristie Miller began work-
ing at Dandenong North this week and she 
will be working with Mrs Dowdle in the 
office area. 

Our school has grown considerably in size 
over the past five years, which has meant 
that we have an increased administrative 

workload. This includes the book-
lists, excursions and even  paying 
electricity bills - has fallen to Mrs 
Dowdle. The addition of Mrs Miller 
will ensure that our office continues 
to run smoothly.  

Welcome Mrs Miller to Dandenong 
North Primary! 
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Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017 

This year we will again be participating in the 
Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this 
program we will be able to get new educational re-
sources for our school– and all we need you to do 
is shop for your groceries at Woolworths. 
 
From Wednesday 26th July until Tuesday 19th Sep-
tember you will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, to-
bacco and gift cards). Bring your Earn &Learn 
stickers to school for your classroom teacher to col-
lect.  

then came to Monday’s 
assembly where they 
spun the wheel to find 
four fidget spinner win-
ners.  

They were: 

Sana (4K), Dak (4FM),  
Mayam (4M) and Om 
(3M). 

Congratulations to the four winners and a huge 
thankyou to the three girls for running the raffle that 
aims to help the Asian Elephant population. 

At the end of the promotion, 
we’ll be able to get some 
great new equipment. The 
range is extensive and offers 
lots of items ideal for our stu-
dents – including resources 
for Maths, English, Science 
and some fantastic fun sup-
plies for Arts & Craft, Sport 
and for our library.  
If you’d like to know more visit  
woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 
 

Raising Money For Asian Elephants 

It is always wonderful to see and hear our 
students concerns regarding the future of 
our planet as it highlights an environmen-
tal conscience. 

It was no different when three girls from 
Year 4K approached Mr Mackay with a 
suggestion for ways that they could raise 
money to support the endangered Asian 
Elephant populations. 

Sehrish, Hadia and Sahar undertook a 
fundraising campaign that saw them sell-
ing 100 tickets to students throughout the 
school at a cost of 60 cents each. 

After all of the tickets were sold, the girls 

Special Awards for the week ending 21st July 

Prep H - George 1F - All of 1F 2CD - Izaac 3B - Patience 

Prep K - Katrina 1JS - Kian 2G - Om 3F - Qasim 

Prep M - Dorcas 1L - Moeez 2H - Aiden 3H - Santhya 

Prep O - Azaan 1M - Sia  2J - Hasnain 3M - Om 

Prep W  - Nafisa 1S - Raghav 2S - Hashir 3W - Chudier 


