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I will do all that I can to 
make sure that Dandenong 
North Primary School      
remains a great school. 

I will try my hardest to fol-
low the 4Cs to keep our 
school a safe and happy 
place. 

I promise to treat others as I 
would like to be treated. 

News From the North 

Happy Holidays! 

 December  2017 

20th Movie Excursion 

21st Graduation Lunch— Grade 6 

22nd  Last Day of Term 4 

 SCHOOL FINISHES  
             1:30 PM  
 

JANUARY 2018 

29th—School Office open 

30th— STUDENTS RETURN 

Dear Parents and Students of Dan-
denong North Primary School, 

I want to thank everyone for their 
part in making our school a great 
school during 2017. Many of us cel-
ebrate Christmas and all of us expect 
to have some sort of break at this 
time of the year. 

Learning never stops. It might slow 
down, but there are always new ex-
periences and new words to go with 
them.  It is a good thing to plan a 
little reading for as many days dur-
ing the holidays, as possible. Read-
ing allows us to exercise our imagi-
nations while we share experiences 
with an author. 

Sharing stories from books and ex-
ploring ideas is a good way to help 
children improve their literacy while 

enjoying the company of someone 
important to them.  

Because all of us have put a great 
deal of energy into our teaching 
and learning during 2017, a holi-
day should help us regain some 
energy.  

I know that we will all be looking 
forward to working together to be 
the best we can all be in the New 
School year of 2018.   

Our DNPS staff wish you all a 
safe and happy holiday.  

Kevin Mackay  

Principal 

Community Spirit & Leadership Award 

Last Wednesday, Rishika (6D) at-
tended,  Wellington Secondary Col-
lege to receive an award from Mr 
Julian Hill (MP)  in recognition of 
her exceptional community spirit, 
service and leadership. 

Rishika was nominated by Miss 
Sowersby for her outstanding work 
as President of the Student Repre-
sentative Council (SRC). Rishika 
has led the SRC in fundraising ef-
forts as well making school life en-
riching for her fellow students. 

Mr Hill stated that young people 
such as Rishika demonstrating 
strong leadership both inside and 

outside of the school communi-
ty, deserve such recognition.  

Congratulations Rishika! 
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Dandenong Electorate Annual Prep Art Competition  

Year 6 Graduation 

The Prep students from 
DNPS entered the Annual 
Prep Art Competition for 
Gabrielle Williams MP.  
 
The winning artwork fea-
tured on the front cover of 
the Dandenong electorate 
greeting cards which were 
sent out to households 
across the Dandenong 
electorate.  
We are  pleased to announce that Mansoor from 
Prep W was one of the competition winners!   

In addition to a certificate, Mansoor received a 
bundle of cards to keep as a souvenir.  

The Grade Six Certificate Graduation Ceremony was , 
held today in the hall. This year, a new tradition began 
with the awards ceremony being held before the lunch-
eon and disco which is being held on Thursday. 

Today was a great chance to celebrate our Year 6 chil-
dren’s achievements, perseverance and successes. 

It was fantastic to see so many parents in the hall to wit-
ness their child receiving their Certificate of Gradua-
tion. It is always a proud moment for parents to see 
their child graduate from primary school and knowing 
that they have developed the necessary skills in readi-
ness for their next educational chapter at secondary 
school. 

Mr Mackay presented various awards on the day, in-
cluding  an  academic achievement that is presented to 
the top performers in Literacy and Numeracy. This year 
these awards were for Literacy - Sabeen (6C) and for 
Numeracy Alex (6H). Congratulations to both students.. 

The Mackay Medallions were also presented to the stu-
dents who have seen an amazing amount of education-
al, social or emotional growth throughout their time in 
Year 6.  The following students received a Mackay Me-
dallion: 

Hadi (6V), Myee (6V), Ali Reza (6H), Urooj (6H), 
Setara (6D, Thisanthan (6D), Anahita (6C) and 
Noorullah (6C). 

Mr Malone also presented a number of awards during 
this ceremony including the SSV Medallion Winner: 

The School Sports Victoria (SSV) Medallion has been 

presented at the Year 6 Graduation for the past 
five years. This  is a most sought after  award 
as it is presented to the student who has consist-
ently achieved high levels across all sporting 
fields. Mr Malone spends many hours keeping 
his records up to date to determine the winner 
of this award. After much consideration the  
SSV Medallion was presented to Mohyad (6C) 
for always working hard to improve his sport-
ing skills and regularly achieving his personal 
best! Congratulations Mohyad! 

Mr Malone was also feeling particularly gener-
ous as he gave out a total of  EIGHTEEN 
Malone medallions! Below are the list of win-
ners: 

Omid (6H), Jelena (6H), Irtika (6H), Farwa 
(6V), Biruk (6V), Rizwan (6V), Mahtab (6V), 
Myee (6V), Attaullah (6V), Hadi (6V),  Reda 
(6D), Lucas (6D), Rania (6H), Mohyad (6C), 
Baneen (6C), Beraka (6C), Samrin (6C) and 
Noorullah (6C). 

The final award was presented to Alex (6H) 
who was awarded with the inaugural Locked 
Box Challenge STEM award from Lyndale 
Secondary  College. To win this award, Alex 
successfully solved a number of puzzles which 
enabled him to crack the code  to win! 

Congratulations to all of the Year 6 award win-
ners. 
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As the year draws to an end it is time to say goodbye 
to several of our staff. 

Mrs Jo Slatter is retiring to spend time with her hus-
band David and to look after her grandchildren. Mrs 
Slatter began her teaching career at Cranbourne 
North Primary, moving to various schools before 
settling at Dandenong North Primary in 1981. She 
taught Year 1 and Prep before going on maternity 
leave in 1984. Mrs Slatter returned in 2007,teaching 
Prep up until last year when she began teaching 
Year 1. Good luck in retirement Mrs Slatter and 
thank you for all you hard work at DNPS.  

The next teacher departing Dandenong North Prima-
ry is Miss MacLeod. Miss Courtney MacLeod began 
at DNPS in 1999 as a graduate teacher, taking a 
Year 1 class. Over her 19 years at Dandenong North, 
Miss MacLeod has taught various year levels 
throughout the school, as well as implementing the 
very successful Peer Mediation Program. Miss Mac-
Leod has decided to take up a position at Great 
Ryrie Primary School in Ringwood. We again thank 
Miss MacLeod for her efforts at DNPS and wish her 
every success at her new school. 

Mrs Tanya Saraikin (a past student at Dandenong 
North, graduating Year 6 in 1990) who returned to 
be a graduate teacher in 2006 is also leaving.  Mrs 
Saraikin became a Leading Teacher at DNPS and 
her roles have included being the curriculum leader 
of the Year 5/6 team as well as looking after the 
whole school ICT program and staff Performance 
and Development. After two stints on maternity 
leave, Mrs Saraikin is now leaving to move to the 
town of Tocumwal and has a new teaching post at 
Berrigan Primary in NSW. We wish her all the very 
best with her new adventure. 

Imelda Dowdle has been at Dandenong North since 
the beginning of 2004 as the school’s Business Man-
ager. She is the lynch pin of the administration area - 
with her know how and financial knowledge being 
called upon at regular intervals throughout any day. 
Mrs Dowdle is retiring to take up full time garden-
ing at her house in Port Fairy. We thank her for all 
of  her efforts for the staff and students at DNPS. 

Our next departing staff member is Mr Tim Allman. 
He came to our school in 2014 as a student teacher, 
before taking up a specialist teaching role in 2015. 
Over the last two years Mr Allman has been teach-
ing Prep. He has decided on a change of scenery and 

Fond Farewells 
has taken up a position in the Northern Territory 
for 12 months. We thank Mr Allman for his ser-
vice with the children of DNPS and look forward 
to seeing him in 2019. 

Next to leave Dandenong North at the end of the 
year is Miss Bridget Sowersby. Miss Sowersby 
began at DNPS in 2015 joining the Year 5/6 
team. Miss Sowersby has been leader of the SRC 
over the last two years. She has decided to com-
plete further studies over the next 12 months. 
We thank her for her efforts and wish her all the 
very best with her education in 2018. 

Our seventh departing staff member is Mrs Bri-
die King. Mrs King is leaving to go on maternity 
leave with the birth of her first child due in early 
2018. Mrs King started at DNPS at the begin-
ning of 2014, teaching Prep which she has con-
tinued to do. We thank her for her contribution 
to our littlest learners. 

Next staff member to leave is Miss Emily Clugg. 
She began at Dandenong North this year teach-
ing Year 4. We thank her for her time at DNPS 
and wish her well as she returns to Mt Waverley 
North. P.S. 

Also leaving is Mrs Belinda Devers who is 
awaiting the birth of her second child. We wish 
her all the very best with this next adventure. 

Our Outpost English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) teacher Ms Anne Marie Biviano after two 
years as part of the EAL team is moving  to the  
Springvale English Language School as a full 
time classroom teacher. Ms Biviano was placed 
at Dandenong North Primary from the Noble 
Park English  Language School to work with our 
high number of EAL children. We thank her for 
her time and effort teaching our New Arrivals 
children. 

Finally, Mr Ryley Wood is leaving after begin-
ning at DNPS in Term 3, 2014. Ryley has 
worked with various students, assisting them 
with their learning and social skills. Ryley has 
won a sporting scholarship to attend University 
in Ballarat to further pursue his studies. We wish 
him all the best with his studies and his future 
employment. 

Whilst we are sad to see staff depart - we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them for all 
of their dedication to developing our students. 
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The annual school concert was held again on Mon-
day - on our specially created stage area. 

Despite the warmth of the day, it was wonderful to 
see so many parents, friends and family members 
come to watch the event. 

Our students are truly talented as they rocked and 
bopped their way through their chosen song - 
showing off their groovy moves to the delight of 
their families!  

We must thank Mr Lodge for organising all of the 

music and to Miss Amelia for her assistance with  
the organisation of the event. 

A big thank you must also be given to Mahtab 
(6V) and Madina (6V) who hosted this event - 
along with some assistance form our school cap-
tains. 

We look forward to performing for you all again 
next year! 

School Concert 

Three School Councillors will complete their cur-
rent terms of office as of 31st, March in 2018. They 
are:  Mrs. Demet Donmez-Pau and Minwen Wu, 
from the parent component,  and Mr.Hilton as a 
staff member of school council. All are eligible to 
be re-appointed to the 2018 school council.  
Anyone interested in nominating  for school council 
and  making their time and skill available to the 
school in the committed and important role of 
School Councillor, should discuss the process with 
Mr.Mackay . Parents or staff can obtain a nomina-
tion form from the office. Nominations must be re-
ceived by the Principal by close of business, Friday 
12th February, 2018.  If there are more nominations 
than vacant positions, a ballot will be conducted.  
Nominations are called to fill two positions for par-
ent members of school Council, and one staff mem-
ber. Nomination forms can be collected from the 
main office and must be filled in by two members of 
the parent body of the school for parent vacancies. 
The person being nominated is required to 
acknowledge that they agree to be considered for 
the position.  
 
Kevin Mackay 
Principal.  

Tuesday 19th. December  2017  - Call for nomi-
nations. 
 
Friday 12th. February - Nominations Close. Dis-
play list of candidates/nominator and seconders. 
 
Monday February 15th - Distribute ballot papers 
if election needed. 
 
Monday  22nd. February @ 4.00pm            
Close of ballot.  
 
Wednesday 24th Feb Declaration of poll - Count 
votes and declare poll.  
 
First meeting in March. - New School  
Councillors,  Old School Council and AGM 
 
First meeting after 31st. March Election of  
Office  Bearers  

School Council Vacancies - 2018 


